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FROM CHAINS TO LOANS: BUILDING REPARATIVE PATHWAYS IN AFRICA’S DEBT STRUGGLE

countability, sustainable debt management, and citizen-led advocacy for eco-
nomic justice in Uganda and across the region.

INTRODUCTION

wnw'ln!u!Tl"? ' Y The sth African

it L A Continuum of Struggle: Linking AfCoDD V to the August Sth Webinar

Debt and Devel- , — , :
o WD\ P —— fCoZ D AfCoDD V did not stand 1n 1solation. Just weeks earlier, UDN co-hosted a re-
An ai ' Ig held from 27th gional webinar, “From Chains to Loans: Reparative Policy Responses to Colo-
_Qé I S nial-Era Injustices and Contemporary Debt Challenges in East Africa” (8th
v in Accrag Ghana August 2025). That conversation, available online here, spotlighted East Afri-
, S once A ai’n lace (i ca’s unique vulnerabilities, where debt servicing increasingly outpaces invest-

i NSO - a’sg g btp A ment in health, education, and climate resilience.

— N ti nC at t}? qIUllf ; Both platforms advanced a shared thesis: Africa’s debt is not simply a matter
b . O € CEntert of mismanagement but of historical injustice. The webinar highlighted how
odious debts contracted during colonial and authoritarian regimes continue

of continental dis-
« c ' L . .

course. Under the theme “Africa's Debt Crisis: A Reparations and Reparative o il maems todey, dernine: damoerate development. AFCHIDID W
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Justice Framework Analysis,” the convening examined how centuries of slav-
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restoring sovereignty and dignity on the continent.
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Towards a Reparative Future

o4l AfCoDD V closed by proposing a pathway to reparations through debt can-
cellation, the African Borrowing Charter, and Agenda 2063 commitments.
The conterence pillars political, research and ideation, and civic mobilization
laid out a blueprint for sustained advocacy, rooted in Pan-African solidarity
and citizen agency

|| For Uganda Debt Network, the task ahead 1s clear: to translate these conti-
f| nental commitments into national and community-level advocacy, ensuring
that the struggle for debt justice moves from conference halls to policy re-
forms and grassroots empowerment.

i| The resonance between the August 8th webinar and AfCoDD V 1llustrates
|| that Africa’s debt struggle is not a single moment but an ongoing continuum
from chains, to loans, and hopetully, to reparations.
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J us t g 10 b al ﬁn A I)— UDN—ED (on the right) participating in the march from Obra Spot to Independence Square Acrra Ghana in the Pan-African Rally for Debt Cancellation, a
clear message that Africa rejects debt as modern colonialism.

clal architecture.
For UDN, the discussions resonated deeply with its mission of advancing ac-
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