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REIMAGING DEBT IN A FEMINIST PESPECTIVE
INTRODUCTION

the global economic
landscape continues to shift,
1t 1s clear that the feminist
movement is reshaping how
we understand debt, finan-
cial systems, and economic
/@ justice. By bringing atten-
e tion to the gendered impacts
of debt and advocating for
inclusive reforms.

According to MoFPED’s
Fiscal Risk Statement for
the FY 2024/25 Uganda's
public debt, mounting to
USD 29.1 billion by mid-
year 2024/25 has raised
alarms among policymakers
and citizens alike. While the
economic implications are widely discussed, a critical lens often overlooked is the gendered
impact of this debt burden. In a feminist perspective, the current debt architecture not only
hampers national development but also exacerbates existing gender inequalities, particularly
affecting women and marginalized communities thus challenging the status quo and pushing
for a future where the needs of women and the global community as a whole are prioritized.
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The Executive Director Uganda Debt Network Mr. Patrick Tumwebaze endorsing the Maputo Manifesto 2024 that

was launched during the African Conference on Debt and Development organized by UDN in partnership with AF-
RODAD

ot L L T UL R LU L The structure of Uganda's debt heavily reliant on ex-
ternal borrowing for infrastructure projects led to increased debt servicing costs, consuming
over 32% of domestic revenue. These fi-
nancial obligations often result in austerity
measures that limit Uganda’s social pend-
ing and capital investment on critical sec-
tors such as healthcare, education, social
welfare and Agriculture. Women, who pre-
dominantly rely on these services, bear the
brunt of such cuts. The diversion of re-
sources from social services to debt repay-
ment disproportionately affects women,
who are more likely to be employed in the
informal sector and have limited access to

Share of Investment in women focused
sectors vis-a-vis debt servicing in FY2024/25

1%

0% 0%

2% ® Health

2%
B Educaions

Social Protection
ACF

® Emyooga

® PDM

® Invite

B Debt servicing

Credit: UDN Publication

financial resources. This
dynamic mirrors concerns
raised in the Maputo Mani-
festo which calls for dis-
mantling neoliberal eco-§
nomic models that deepen i
gendered and racial ine-|
qualities Uganda's debt sys-
tem 1s not merely an eco-
nomic 1ssue but a political
one that perpetuates patri-
archal structures. The pri-
oritization of debt repay-
ment over social spending .
reflects a broader global fi-
nancial system that often
neglects the needs and
rights of women. This ap-
proach fails to consider the unpaid care work predominantly undertaken by women, which is
essential for the economy but remains undervalued and unsupported.

Participants Endorsing the Maputo Manifesto 2024 durmg the African Conference on Debt and Development orga-
nized by UDN in partnership with AFRODAD

There 1s need to conduct a gender impact assessments for all borrow-
ing decisions and ensuring that debt servicing does not undermine the realization of women's
rights. Moreover, there 1s a growing call for debt cancellation or restructuring, particularly
for loans deemed illegitimate or odious, to free up resources for investment in gender-
equitable development.

Reimagining Uganda's debt through a feminist lens is not just about addressing financial im-
balances but about challenging and transforming the structures that perpetuate gender ine-
quality. It calls for a comprehensive approach that integrates gender justice into economic
policies, ensuring that development benefits all citizens, especially women. As Uganda navi-
gates its debt challenges, incorporating feminist perspectives into economic planning and pol-
icy-making 1s essential for building a just and equitable society.

Media links

o hittpss//www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4FMvsdyC7¢

o httpss//nilepost.co.ug/mews/256177/uganda-debt-network-launches-maputo-manifesto-to-amplify-african-womens-call-for-economic-justice

s httpss//nilechronicles.com/uganda-hosts-5th-african-conference-on-debt-and-development-launches-maputo-manifesto-for-economic-sovereignty
o httpss//youtu.be/zPD84xOMNiIM?si=dUQ81211NR}ig1dC

o httpsi//afrodad.org/afromediv/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Maputo-Manifesto~-AfCoDD-IV.pdf - Maputo Manifesto 2024
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https://www.danchurchaid.org/where-we-work/uganda
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/what-we-do/where-we-work/africa/uganda
https://www.osiea.org/
https://www.igg.go.ug/
https://www.internationalbudget.org/
https://www.trocaire.org/whatwedo/wherewework/uganda
https://www.dgf.ug/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi-BtsmjEVm58hGKzk5_svg
https://facebook.com/ugandadebtnetwork
https://www.twitter.com/@ugandadebtnet
https://www.instagram.com/ugandadebtnet/

