HEALTH MINISTRY NOT BOTHERED

BY MISUSE OF GOVU'T VEHIGLES
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A ministry of Health Veh:cle loaded with heavy sacks

By Our Reporter

Last week, Red Pepper in partner-
ship with the Uganda Debt Network
(UDN) embarked on part Il of a
campaign dubbed ‘Misuse of Gov-
ernment Vehicles’.

Part Il of the crusade is aimed at get-
ting feedback from all government
institutions (that use government ve-
hicles) on the impact/relevancy of our
first campaign, carried out almost a
year ago.

Whereas entities like Ministry of
Works and Transport, Kampala Capi-
tal City Authority (KCCA) and Minis-
try of Public Service commended the
campaign and vowed to take stern ac-
tion against their

officers cited in the misuse depart-
mental vehicles, it is totally a different
story at the Ministry of Health head-
quarters based in Nakasero, Kam-
pala.

Shockingly, even after our investi-
gations revealed that the Ministry of
Health had the most abused vehi-
cles (as per the pictures taken), the
lead authorities, including the Under
Secretary, S.S Kyambade, who is in
charge of transport, are yet take any
action.

They seem oblivious to the fact that
its tax payer’s money being put to
waste when these vehicles are put to
the wrong use. As leaders they are
expected to take action against such
errant behaviour of their staff mem-
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bers.

During our survey, we found that most of the
Ministry of Health Cars are being used for
private business while others are in a dan-
gerous mechanical condition.

Our reporter confronted

In the spirit of fairness, we last week sought
an interview with the health ministry officials
regarding the steps they have taken to curb
the vice based on the pictorial evidence we
had gathered and published. The images
were not only damaging to the ministry’s im-
age but the government too.

The Permanent Secretary, Asuman Luk-
wago, was not in office as he was abroad
on official duty but he had delegated Kyam-
bade (the Under Secretary) to sit in for him.
We were however dismayed by Kyam-
bade’s confrontational character before he
declined to grant us an interview. He insist-
ed that he wasn’t aware of what we were
talking about (misuse of ministry vehicles)
even when our investigator tried to refer him
to the earlier pictures published.

“That’s information | have no clue about and
| am not at liberty to answer because | am
not the spokesperson neither am | the Per-
manent Secretary,” he rudely said.

When reminded that he is the interim Per-
manent Secretary, Kyambade arrogantly
told us to wait for Lukwago until he returns
to the country on a date we are yet to know.
“I have so much work to do than respond-
ing to your issues,” he said.

However, a senior official who preferred
anonymity for lack of authorization to speak
for the ministry wondered why the Under

Secretary couldn’t respond to our questions
yet his office directly oversees the transport
docket of the Ministry.

“I think he just doesn’t want to give you de-
tails. We have been seeing these articles
and we know how it tarnishes our image. In
any case, this would be the best opportunity
for the Under Secretary to clear the image of
the ministry,” the official said.

When we contacted the ministry’s overall
spokesperson and Director General, Ruth
Acheng, she noted that although she is
aware of the campaign and the exposed
misuse of ministry vehicles, the best person
to address the matter is the Under Secre-
tary (Kyambadde) who had turned down our
interview.

Acheng referred us to the transport officer
only identified as Sofie to provide us feed-
back on the campaign. Sofie said that al-
though she has the information, she wasn't
authorized to talk to the press.

“The moment | say anything, tomorrow
my job will be advertised! What will | have
gained?” she asked.

She too said that the person who could
freely talk to us was Kyambade, who wasn't
collaborative thus far.

When the Ministry’s publicist, Rukia Na-
kamatte, was reached, she explained that
the reason why most of their cars are mis-

used is because they have the highest
number of vehicles across the country.
“Not all ministry vehicles are directly
managed by us. Those at upcountry
health centres are manned by the Local
Government and it's their responsibility
to follow such cases. It's hard for us,” Na-
kamatte said.

She called for concerted efforts from
leaders at all levels to ensure that the
vice is curbed.

When asked what action was taken by
the authorities, Nakamatte said that the
Minister (of health) only wrote a memo
and it stopped there.

About the impact, she said some people
have responded positively but added that
others misuse the vehicles out of igno-
rance.

“For example, the ambulances are not
supposed to carry dead bodies but only
patients,” she said.

When pressed hard, Nakamatte referred
us back to the Director General, Acheng
for more information.

Our investigator spent almost the entire
day at the ministry trying to get facts right
in what had turned into a cat and mouse
chase.
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A government vehicle being driven at night against regulations.

By Mercy Kyomugisha &
Lonnah Asianzu

We are used to the idea that accidents
often occur around the festive season of
Christmas and the like, yet for the past
two months news of severe accidents
have overwhelmed the media.

These have often put the traffic police on
high alert, drivers of bus companies in par-
ticular thoroughly screened and so forth. |
was going through one of the newspapers
when | came across the article about corrup-
tion and this writer, in defining corruption said
that we should include the using the govern-
ment cars to carry private property, using
them past working hours and days. If you
are a frequent road user pedestrian or not
you cannot fail to see a government vehicle
being misused.

If it is not overloaded with personal stuff like
bags of charcoal, cement, efc; it is parked
somewhere near a bar at midnight or trave-
ling to villages on government fuel. Some of
the drivers of these vehicles even make it
worse by thinking that they are untouchable
so they drive recklessly and more often than

Olive Hope Nakyanzi, Jinja CAO

The Jinja district Chief Administrative
Officer, Olive Hope Nakyanzi, has com-
mended the Uganda Debt Network and
Red Pepper Publications-led campaign
against misuse of Government vehicle
for bearing positive results.

During an interview with Red Pepper,
Nakyanzi said the publication of photos
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Traffic In Full Force To Reduce
Misuse Of Government Vehicles

not do not follow traffic rules especially when
there is traffic jam. For example last year there
was a police man who knocked a civilian due
to recklessness, we are glad the law took its
course.

We spoke to Dr. Steven Kansima the Head of
Traffic police Kampala about this issue. Kan-
sima says that there is a Public standing order
against individuals who abuse government
cars. ‘It is condemned and handled according
to the law.’

We have heard on several occasions that traffic
officers give way to cars that have government
number plates such as stopping private cars to
let a government car pass with considering that
the car passing is sometimes overloaded. We
asked if special attention is given to government
vehicles. The traffic boss explained that traffic
officers pay special attention in the sense that
the drivers must follow traffic rules and if they
do not they are punished even more than an
ordinary civillian by paying a fine or dismissed.
As far as complying with the law is concerned
every government car must follow the rules
and regulations except for the official convoy
vehicles. He further states that Public Stand-
ing orders were amended; this means that the
transport officer is to ensure that government
cars are handled according to the law like not
parking the cars at home. If it is not handled well
who is to blame? If a car has been taken from
the district without going through the right pro-
cedures to use it, it is the CAO and individual
to blame.

Dr. Steven says that in the bid to reduce ac-
cidents it should be noted that this is not one

man’s job, it's everyone’s responsibility. Al-
though the traffic police in its part have ac-
quired speed guns and breathalyzers to check
the alcohol levels of a driver. Also the bus driv-
ers have been noted as the most common con-
tributors to accidents, so traffic office is vetting
the drivers and by October 1st, 2014 all bus
drivers who are cleared will be issued ID cards
without which they will not be expected to drive.
He urges the officers to create a culture of
confidence in that they must stop any vehicle
irrespective of the
driver or vehicle
number plate, ‘in
fact we are weed-
ing out the incom-
petent officers to
remain with those
who are bold and
confident.’

Kansima says
that misuse such
as  overloading
is an offence be-
cause  vehicles
were designed to
handle a certain
weight so in case
of an overload the
driver may fail to
maneuver proper-
ly hence causing
accidents.

It has also been noted that road signs
are slowly but seriously disappearing.
People are removing the metallic sign
posts for scrap business. The roads au-
thority should come up with measures to
protect the existing road signs and put up
more especially in areas known as black
spots.

We are going ahead to sensitize the pub-
lic as much as we can to reduce on the
number of accidents he concludes.

Ministry of Justice vehicle loaded with Matooke along one

of the high ways

Jinja CAO Commends UDN/Red Pepper
Campaign Against Misuse of Government Vehicles

showing misused vehicles had instilled
a sense of responsibility among several
local government staff.

“The watchdog publications have had an
almost instant effect in that the officers
now act responsibly for fear of being
exposed. We support this campaign to
continue.” she noted.

She revealed that she had complimented
the campaign by making it a must to
speak against the misuse of government
vehicles at every workshop or seminar
where staff members converge.

“We have been unequivocal in remind-
ing our officials that they reconsider

the usage of government vehicles and

Monitor Gov’t Service Delivery

properties or else they may face discipli-
nary action including losing their jobs,”
Nakyanzi said.

She however noted that due to inad-
equate and delayed funding, many road-
worthy vehicles are grounded awaiting
repairs. She revealed that many districts
have piled up debts in re-
pair costs, which makes
it hard to add on more
bills.

She also noted that the
available vehicles are
inadequate with the edu-
cation and health sectors
being the most affected,
which makes monitor-
ing and inspection of
government programmes
difficult.

She appealed to govern-

ment to revive operations at the
district mechanical workshop in
Bugembe, Jinja where vehicles
can be repaired with ease under a
government run system.

One of the grounded health vehicles in Jinja
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Was this food for state house? A vehicle attached to the president’s office loaded . .
with different food staff Government vehicle now transporting charcoal

Government vehicle loaded with food items An abandoned ambulance
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